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Good afternoon Senator Davis, Representative Shaw and members of the Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife Committee. | am Judy Camuso, Wildlife Division Director at the
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, speaking on behalf of the Department, in
support of L.D. 570

This bill authorizes the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to postpone or
cancel an open hunting season if, based on principles of sound scientific wildlife management, it
is necessary for wildlife conservation purposes.

The Commissioner currently has authority under 12 § 10105 Section 15: “The commissioner,
after consultation with the Governor and the advisory council and by proclamation of the
Governor, may terminate any open season for hunting, fishing or trapping at any time in any area
if, in the commissioner’s opinion, an immediate emergency action is necessary due to adverse
weather conditions or unlawful hunting, fishing or trapping activity....”. This proposed bill would
expand that authority to include “for wildlife conservation” and would allow the Commissioner to
close a season based on scientific wildlife management. This bill would allow the Department to
respond appropriately and in a timely fashion if there should be a management concern for a
particular species.

| would be glad to answer any questions at this time or during the work session.



